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northwestern Ssii-ch'uan to the sources of the Yellow
Eiver. The few representatives of these tribes I met
differed from the rest of the population of eastern Tibet
only in their language, which, although undoubtedly Tib-
etan, is hardly comprehensible to any one who has not
made a special study of it. There are said to be over
a thousand tents (or about 5000 souls) in these Grolok
tribes, chief among whom is the A-chii Golok, whose
head is known as A-chii jyabo.1 Many of the people
live in caves in the hills, and all of them are depen-
dent on either the Sung-p7an traders, or the neighboring
Tibetan tribes, for the barley and metal work they use.
They sometimes visit Tankar, but the greater part of
their trading is done at the lamasery of Lh?a-brang, at
Kuei-te? or at Sung-p'an, where they carry musk, hides,
furs, and some gold dust. Trading is, however, the least
important of their vocations; pillaging caravans and mak-
ing forays on the agricultural Tibetans supply them,
without much trouble, with the few articles necessary
to their existence. Some lamas live among* them, in
tents, but most of those of their people who enter the
order reside at Lh'a-brang or Daje gornba in the Horba
country.
All the pastoral tribes, called in Tibetan Drupa or
Drukpa? are ruled by chiefs called Deba, who have no
other officials under them. They have, as far as my obser-
vation goes, very little authority; in case of war they lead
their men, and in time of peace they see that the pasture
lands of their tribes are not encroached upon; they levy the
various taxes for China, for Lh'asa, or Derge, as the case
may be, and sometimes arbitrate quarrels among their
IThe "Htiang-eh'ing ehih-kung- Grolok. See also Hue, " Souvenirs
t'u," VI, mentions six tribes of Golok, d;un Voyage dans la Tartarie,?? TL, 231.
three of whom it calls A-shu (A-ch'tt) 2 Written,